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Principal’s Message  
The final 10 weeks of the school year is upon us. These tend to be the busiest couple of months 
of the year.  In addition to State testing (see below), we are finishing scheduling for next school 
year, working through an eventful athletic schedule that usually involves cancellations and rain 
makeups, as well as putting the finishing touches on the end to the current academic year. The 
weather will (eventually) be getting nicer as well and it is important for students to make sure 
they are not falling behind on assignments.  The final day late assignments will be accepted is 
June 2. Parents and students should frequently check Powerschool to stay current on grades 
and assignments that may be missing so they don’t dig a hole that proves difficult to climb out 
of.  

Delayed May Newsletter  
Normally the monthly newsletter is completed and posted on the website the first week of 
the month.  May’s newsletter will not be published and available until the middle of the 
month. This is because our publisher is on vacation and unavailable until that point.  I have 
included important dates for the beginning of May in the calendar section. 

PSAT Testing April 13th  
All families should have received a letter in the mail just before Spring Break regarding Spring 
testing.  For all Zemmer students (both 8th and 9th grade) testing will take place on April 13th. 
With each grade level the students advance to, the standardized testing becomes that much 
more important. The PSAT testing influences many different areas including:  
• student scheduling 
• placement in advanced courses 
• early college credits earned (better scores mean more advanced classes leading to more 

opportunities for dual enrollment) 
• preparation for the SAT for college entrance  

For our 8th grade students, the PSAT is their first experience with a completely different format. 
Some differences include: 
• It is taken with paper and pencil and NOT on the computer (unlike M-STEP) 
• The test is TIMED so students have to be efficient  
• The rules and regulations are much more secure. No cell phones will be allowed in the 

school on testing day 

How can you prepare now?  
• Please make sure not to schedule student appointments on April 13th.   
• Begin talking to your student about the PSAT  
• Visit https://parents.collegeboard.org/college-board-programs/psat-89 for general 

information 
• Review the practice test at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-8-9-

practice-test-1.pdf  This can help students become familiar with the format of the test 
 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 
April 13 
� PSAT Testing 

April 14 
� PAC Meeting @ 8am 

April 15 
� Good Friday – No school  

April 27 
� 8th Grade M-STEP Testing 

– Late Start for 9th Grade 
(10:45am)  

May 11 
� PAC Meeting @ 8am  

May 25 
� Spring Band Concert at 

LHS Auditorium  

June 2 
� All late assignments due  

June 10 
� Full Day Final Exams  

(1st and 6th Hour exams)  

June 13 
� Early Release Final Exams 

(2nd and 3rd Hours) 

June 14 
� Early Release Final Exams 

(4th and 5th Hours)  
� Last Day of School 
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Office Hours & Phone Numbers 
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 Building are 7am - 3:30pm. To facilitate a prompt response 
to telephone calls, direct lines are provided.  The telephone numbers are as follows: 

Main Office     667-2413 
Attendance Office    667-2413 x3402 
Counseling Office   
Mrs. Spisz (Counselor (A-K)  667-2413 x3410   
Mrs. Vanooteghem (Counselor (L-Z) 667-2413 x3409  
Dean of Students, Jack Chittle  667-2413 x3405 (Discipline Related Issues) 
Associate Principal – Cayla Dowdall 667-2413 x3404 (Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal – Dr. Jeff Stanton  667-2413 x3403 
The building opens at 7am.  After school, students should leave the building by 2:15pm unless 
involved in a supervised activity or class. The Media Center and the cafeteria are open until 3:25pm 
for students who need space to work.   

 
 

 
 
 

PAC Meetings 
(Parent Advisory Council) 
Each month we hold a PAC 
meeting at Zemmer.  The 
PAC is different than a PTC 
in that we focus on 
academics and other 
matters that are directly 
related to the school day, 
rather than fundraisers or 
other events.  Any parent is 
welcome to attend.  
Meetings are normally held 
the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month but due to PSAT 
testing, our next meeting 
will be Thursday, April 14th 
at 8am in our Media Center 
or Conference Room.  
 
 

School Safety 
Update 
In March, the entire Lapeer 
Community School district 
staff took part in ALICE 
training for school safety.  
ALICE Training provides the 
district with the tools to 
support our school training 
plan, perform school safety 
drills and exercises, and 
certify our K-12 School staff.  
Now that staff has 
completed the training, we 
have begun to plan the 
training for students.  Each 
school building will work 
with local law enforcement 
to develop age-appropriate 
education in the ALICE 
safety model. This training 
will take place in May and 
you will see more 
information about it in next 
month’s newsletter.  

8th Grade M-STEP Testing April 27th  
(Late Start for 9th Grade) 
Our 8th grade students will also participate in the M-STEP for Social Studies and Science. The 
testing date for this will be April 27th.  Each test takes about an hour and is taken on the 
computer.  Students should be very familiar with the format of this test as they have been 
taking M-STEP for the past several years.  

Because 9th grade students DO NOT TAKE THE M-STEP, they will have a ½ Day of School (do 
not report until 10:45 a.m.) on Wednesday April 27th.   This allows us to maximize our 
computers and resources to test ALL 8th grade students in one morning without having to do a 
crazy schedule. All 9th grade students will be provided with transportation to school on April 27th 
the buses will just be coming approximately 4 hours later than their normal pick-up time.  

Parents of 9th grade students should make sure to mark this date on their calendar as a 
reminder that students will NOT have school that morning and will report for just the afternoon.  
Parents of 8th grade students should put a reminder in their calendars to make sure all 
students bring a charged Chromebook on the 27th as they will need it for testing. We have 
limited backup devices and students who forget their Chromebook or bring one that is 
uncharged may be required to do a makeup test at a later date that will involve them being 
pulled from regularly scheduled classes.  

Student Handbook Notes  
Dress Code p. 21 
http://www.lapeerschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3097392/Image/Secondary
%20Student%20Handbook%2020_21.pdf  

The dress code in the student handbook and accompanying School Board Policy promotes an 
environment where “students are expected to dress and groom appropriately and in a way that 
reflects personal and school pride”.  There are not specific rules listed in the handbook, and the 
ultimate determination is up to administration. Some general guidelines are as follows.  
• No clothing promoting alcohol, drugs, or tobacco.  
• Clothing should not be too revealing. Shorts and shirts should be an appropriate length and 

underwear should not be showing at any time.  
• Hats and hoods are prohibited.  

If students are violating the dress code, they may be asked to change clothes or put other 
clothing over the top of existing clothes.  Repeated violations will result in parent contact and 
potentially discipline.  
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Spring Sports 
8th Grade Softball 
Coach: Andy Wadsworth andy.wadsworth@lapeerschools.org 
Practice Times: 3:30-5:30pm at the Zemmer Field/Zemmer Gym 
See next page for a game schedule  

8th Grade Baseball  
Coach: Scott Johnson scott.johnson@lapeerschools.org 
Practice Times: 5:30-7:30pm at the CFI JV Field/Zemmer Gym 
See next page for a game schedule  

Middle Level Track  
Coaches: Ken Baginski and Kevin Moses 
ken.baginski@lapeerschools.org 
kevin.moses@lapeerschools.org 
Practice Times: 4:30-6:00 CFI  
 

A friendly reminder, the following items to complete the athletic clearance are available in the Zemmer or LHS office 
or online at http://lapeerlightning.com and MUST be turned in prior to first practice/tryout: 

 All athletes must have a completed 2021-2022 MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 2021 or after – must be new form 
or sign waiver when turning in.) or a complete MHSAA Health Questionnaire 
(https://www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/health%20safety/healthquestionnaire.pdf ) along with a valid 
2021-2022 MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 2019 or after)   

• All athletes must have a completed Emergency Card  

• All athletes must have a signed Athletic Code of Conduct Card (parent & student signatures required)  

Pay to Participate must be paid in full before any athlete may participate in a game/contest/meet. Information will 
be forthcoming regarding when parents may begin paying pay-to-participate fees. This is only paid one time per 
school year for students. 

Athletics 
For information regarding 8th grade athletics, contact Associate Principal and Athletic Director: 
Cayla Dowdall, 810-667-2413 — cayla.dowdall@lapeerschools.org  

For information regarding Freshman and JV athletics, contact District Athletic Director:  
Shad Spilski, 810-667-2423 — shadwin.spilski@lapeerschools.org  

All information regarding individual sports will be updated on the website: lapeerlightning.com 

Our Winter sports have come to an end, and we are ready to hit the 
ground running with Spring sports! Thank you to all of our Winter 
coaches, players, and parents for a successful season!  
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